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PRESS RELEASE

22 January 2020

Ulster University takes the lead on hydrogen safety training for first
responders in Europe

Ulster University researchers from the Hydrogen Safety Engineering and Research
Centre (HySAFER) are coordinating HyResponder, a European project which will
develop and implement a sustainable “train the trainer” programme in hydrogen safety

for first responders throughout Europe.

The €1m European project, Funded by Fuel Cell and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH
2 JU) under Horizon 2020, will support the commercialisation of fuel cell and hydrogen
technologies by training responders, who are involved in both the permitting process
and in tackling accidents with hydrogen transport and infrastructure. The project will
underpin the improvement of resilience and preparedness through enhanced
emergency planning, intervention tactics and strategy and in ensuring appropriate

accident management and recovery.

Hydrogen has been used safely in industry for many years. However, it is important to
understand how its properties differ from conventional fuels. In the event of an incident it
is often firefighters who are first on the scene, HyResponder will provide hydrogen

specific safety training and European wide guidance for responders.



N

Ulster
University

o
&
%
”*’/(/w

4) N
Y «
"0 yyppggen SN

Coordinated by Ulster University senior lecturer Dr Sile Brennan, the three-year project
will develop operational and educational training (including virtual reality) in hydrogen
safety for first responders and establish a Pan-European network of responder trainers.
Trainers from at least 10 different European countries will attend a bespoke course in
hydrogen safety and transmit that knowledge back to their home countries.

This work will inform the European Emergency Response Guide (ERG) and will
incorporate state of the art intervention strategies and tactics which will be used to aid

first responders involved in hydrogen incidents across the globe.

Professor Vladimir Molkov, Director of Ulster University’'s HySAFER research centre,

commented:

“We are delighted to coordinate this exciting European project which has the
potential to make a life-changing impact to first responders across Europe. Ulster
University’s Hydrogen Safety Engineering and Research Centre (HySAFER) is at
the forefront of hydrogen and cell technology safety research. The team focuses
on the development of breakthrough safety strategies and innovative engineering

solutions for hydrogen and other industries to underpin public safety.

“This collaborative project will see academics and safety experts work directly
with fire and rescue services and the relevant professional bodies across Europe

to inform and empower first responders to carry out their jobs safely.”

Bart Biebuyck, FCH JU Executive Director, commented:

“FCH JU aims - both at programme and at project level - to ensure that hydrogen
safety is adequately managed, and to promote and disseminate H2 safety culture
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within and outside of the FCH 2 JU programme.... That is why projects such as

HyResponder are extremely important. “

The three year project builds on the HyResponse project which established the world’s
first comprehensive training programme for first responders to hydrogen incidents.
HyResponse concluded in 2016 and was coordinated by The French National Fire
Officers Academy (ENSOSP). ENSOSP are key partners in HyResponder, leading on
operational training design and delivery.

Lieutenant-Colonel Laurent Lecomte, Head of specialized trainings division jointly with
his deputy Commandant Franck Verriest and Captain Wilfried Stefic, Head of
Innovation, Development and Research at the French National Fire Officers Academy
said:

“The French National Fire Officers Academy excited to build on the work of our
successful HyResponse project through this new innovative project. We will be
putting our purpose built, unique training facility in hydrogen safety for
firefighters to good use, training teams of first responder trainers from across
Europe and beyond. Teams from 10 European countries, along with

representatives from North America and Japan will attend training at our centre.”

The collaboration involves 16 partners from 10 countries (UK, France, Austria,
Germany, Spain, Italy, Norway, Belgium, the Czech Republic and Switzerland)
incorporating fire and rescue services, including professional bodies, industry and

academia.

Project partners attended a kick off meeting at Ulster University’s Belfast campus this

week and were joined by Alberto Garcia Hombrados from the European Commission.
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This project has received funding from the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint Undertaking
(JU) under grant agreement No 875089. The JU receives support from the European
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme and United Kingdom,

France, Austria, Belgium, Spain, Germany, Italy, Czechia, Switzerland, Norway.

-Ends-

Notes to editor

About Ulster University

Ulster University is a modern, forward-looking institution with student experience at the
very heart of everything we do. Our high quality teaching, informed by world-leading
research across key sectors, boosts the economy and has a positive impact on the lives
of people around the world.

For more information, please visit www.ulster.ac.uk or follow us on Twitter @ulsteruni

About FCH-JU

Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH-JU) is a unique public private
partnership supporting research, technological development and demonstration (RTD)
activities in fuel cell and hydrogen energy technologies in Europe. Its aim is to
accelerate the market introduction of these technologies, realizing their potential as an

instrument in achieving a carbon-clean energy system.


http://www.ulster.ac.uk/

